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ambitions and took great joy in watching her
daughter do so.

Neither she nor Elena’s father lived to see
this day. But I think her mother would relish
this moment. I think she would relish, as I do,
the prospect of three women taking their seat
on the Nation’s highest Court for the first time
in history, a Court that would be more inclu-
sive, more representative, more reflective of us
as a people than ever before.

And I think they would be tremendously
proud of their daughter, a great lawyer, a great
teacher, and a devoted public servant who I am
confident will make an outstanding Supreme
Court Justice.

So I hope that the Senate will act in a biparti-
san fashion, as they did in confirming Elena to
be our Solicitor General last year, and that they

will do so as swiftly as possible, so she can get
busy and take her seat in time to fully partici-
pate in the work of the Court this fall.

With that, I would like to invite the person
who I believe will be the next Supreme Court
Justice of the United States, Elena Kagan, to
say a few words.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:02 a.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Irving and Marc Kagan, brothers
of Supreme Court Associate Justice-designate
Kagan. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of
Supreme Court Associate Justice-designate Ka-
gan. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks.

Statement on the Death of Lena Horne
May 10, 2010

Michelle and I were deeply saddened to hear
about the passing of Lena Horne, one of our
Nation’s most cherished entertainers. Over the
years, she warmed the hearts of countless
Americans with her beautiful voice and dramat-
ic performances on screen. From the time her
grandmother signed her up for an NAACP
membership as a child, she worked tirelessly to
further the cause of justice and equality. In
1940, she became the first African American

performer to tour with an all-White band. And
while entertaining soldiers during World War
II, she refused to perform for segregated audi-
ences, a principled struggle she continued well
after the troops returned home.

Michelle and I offer our condolences to all
those who knew and loved Lena, and we join all
Americans in appreciating the joy she brought
to our lives and the progress she forged for our
country.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Proposed Agreement Between the
Government of the United States of America and the Government of the
Russian Federation for Cooperation in the Field of Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
Energy
May 10, 2010

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit to the Congress,
pursuant to sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended (42
U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the “Act”), the text of a
proposed Agreement Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the Russian Federation for Cooper-

ation in the Field of Peaceful Uses of Nuclear
Energy (the “Agreement”). I am also pleased to
transmit my written approval of the proposed
Agreement and determination that the pro-
posed Agreement will promote, and will not
constitute an unreasonable risk to, the common
defense and security, together with a copy of an
unclassified Nuclear Proliferation Assessment
Statement (NPAS) concerning the Agreement.
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In accordance with section 123 of the Act, as
amended by title XII of the Foreign Affairs
Reform and Restructuring Act of 1998 (Public
Law 105–277), classified annexes to the
NPAS, prepared by the Secretary of State in
consultation with the Director of National In-
telligence, summarizing relevant classified in-
formation, will be submitted to the Congress
separately. 

The proposed Agreement was signed in
Moscow on May 6, 2008. Former President
George W. Bush approved the Agreement and
authorized its execution, and he made the de-
terminations required by section 123 b. of the
Act. (Presidential Determination 2008–19 of
May 5, 2008, 73 FR 27719 (May 14, 2008)). 

On May 13, 2008, President Bush transmit-
ted the Agreement, together with his Presi-
dential Determination, an unclassified NPAS,
and classified annex, to the Congress for re-
view (see House Doc. 110–112, May 13,
2008). On September 8, 2008, prior to the
completion of the 90-day continuous session
review period, he sent a message informing
the Congress that “in view of recent actions by
the Government of the Russian Federation in-
compatible with peaceful relations with its
sovereign and democratic neighbor, Georgia,”
he had determined that his earlier determina-
tion (concerning performance of the proposed
Agreement promoting, and not constituting an
unreasonable risk to, the common defense and
security) was no longer effective. He further
stated that if circumstances should permit fu-
ture reconsideration by the Congress, a new
determination would be made and the pro-
posed Agreement resubmitted. 

After review of the situation and of the
NPAS and classified annex, I have concluded:
(1) that the situation in Georgia need no lon-
ger be considered an obstacle to proceeding
with the proposed Agreement; and (2) that the
level and scope of U.S.-Russia cooperation on
Iran are sufficient to justify resubmitting the
proposed Agreement to the Congress for the
statutory review period of 90 days of continu-
ous session and, absent enactment of legisla-
tion to disapprove it, taking the remaining
steps to bring it into force. 

The Secretary of State, the Secretary of En-
ergy, and the members of the Nuclear Regula-
tory Commission (NRC) have recommended
that I resubmit the proposed Agreement to
the Congress for review. The joint memoran-
dum submitted to me by the Secretaries of
State and Energy and a letter from the Chair-
man of the NRC stating the views of the Com-
mission are enclosed. 

I have considered the views and recommen-
dations of the interested departments and
agencies in reviewing the proposed Agree-
ment, and have determined that performance
of the proposed Agreement will promote, and
will not constitute an unreasonable risk to, the
common defense and security. Accordingly, I
have approved the proposed Agreement and
urge the Congress to give the proposed Agree-
ment favorable consideration. 

My reasons for resubmitting the proposed
Agreement to the Congress for its review at
this time are as follows: 

The United States and Russia have signifi-
cantly increased cooperation on nuclear non-
proliferation and civil nuclear energy in the
last 12 months, starting with the establishment
of the Bilateral Presidential Commission
Working Group on Nuclear Energy and Secu-
rity. In our July 2009 Joint Statement on Nu-
clear Cooperation, Russian President Medve-
dev and I acknowledged the shared vision be-
tween the United States and Russia of the
growth of clean, safe, and secure nuclear ener-
gy for peaceful purposes and committed to
work together to bring into force the agree-
ment for nuclear cooperation to achieve this
end. The Russian government has indicated its
support for a new United Nations Security
Council Resolution on Iran and has begun to
engage on specific resolution elements with
P5 members in New York. On April 8, 2010,
the United States and Russia signed an historic
New START Treaty significantly reducing the
number of strategic nuclear weapons both
countries may deploy. On April 13, both sides
signed the Protocol to amend the 2000 U.S.-
Russian Plutonium Management and Disposi-
tion Agreement, which is an essential step to-
ward fulfilling each country’s commitment to
effectively and transparently dispose of at least
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34 metric tons of excess weapon-grade plutoni-
um, enough for about 17,000 nuclear weapons,
with more envisioned to be disposed in the fu-
ture. Russia recently established an internation-
al nuclear fuel reserve in Angarsk to provide an
incentive to other nations not to acquire sensi-
tive uranium enrichment technologies. Joint
U.S. and Russian leadership continue to suc-
cessfully guide the Global Initiative to Combat
Nuclear Terrorism as it becomes a durable in-
ternational institution. The United States be-
lieves these events demonstrate significant
progress in the U.S.-Russia nuclear nonprolifer-
ation relationship and that it is now appropriate
to move forward with this Agreement for coop-
eration in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. 

The proposed Agreement has been negotiat-
ed in accordance with the Act and other appli-
cable laws. In my judgment, it meets all applica-
ble statutory requirements and will advance the
nonproliferation and other foreign policy inter-
ests of the United States. 

The proposed Agreement provides a com-
prehensive framework for peaceful nuclear co-
operation with Russia based on a mutual com-
mitment to nuclear nonproliferation. It has a
term of 30 years, and permits the transfer, sub-
ject to subsequent U.S. licensing decisions, of
technology, material, equipment (including re-
actors), and components for nuclear research
and nuclear power production. It does not per-
mit transfers of Restricted Data. Transfers of
sensitive nuclear technology, sensitive nuclear
facilities, and major critical components of such
facilities may only occur if the Agreement is
amended to cover such transfers. In the event
of termination, key nonproliferation conditions
and controls continue with respect to material,
equipment, and components subject to the
Agreement. 

The Russian Federation is a nuclear weapon
state party to the Treaty on the Non-Prolifera-
tion of Nuclear Weapons (NPT). Like the Unit-
ed States, it has a “voluntary offer” safeguards
agreement with the International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA). That agreement gives the
IAEA the right to apply safeguards on all source
or special fissionable material at peaceful-use
nuclear facilities on a list provided by Russia.
The Russian Federation is also a party to the
Convention on the Physical Protection of Nu-
clear Material, which establishes international
standards of physical protection for the use,
storage, and transport of nuclear material. It is
also a member of the Nuclear Suppliers Group,
whose non-legally binding guidelines set forth
standards for the responsible export of nuclear
commodities for peaceful use. A more detailed
discussion of Russia’s domestic civil nuclear
program and its nuclear nonproliferation poli-
cies and practices, including its nuclear export
policies and practices, is provided in the NPAS
and in the classified annexes to the NPAS sub-
mitted to the Congress separately. 

This transmittal shall constitute a submittal
for purposes of both sections 123 b. and 123 d.
of the Act. My Administration is prepared to
immediately begin the consultations with the
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations and
House Committee on Foreign Affairs as provid-
ed in section 123 b. Upon completion of the 30-
day continuous session period provided for in
section 123 b., the 60-day continuous session
period provided for in section 123 d. shall com-
mence.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
May 10, 2010.

Statement on the Appointment of David Cameron as Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom
May 11, 2010 

Today I was pleased to call David Cameron
to extend my personal congratulations for the
successful campaign that he ran and for becom-

ing the new British Prime Minister. As I told
the Prime Minister, the United States has no
closer friend and ally than the United Kingdom,
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